national studies must ultimately be inter- 
preted in light of the educational and cul- 
tural context of each country. 

ETS further reminds us that survey in- 
struments, such as the IAEP, cannot ful- 
ly test some of the things students know 
and can do as a result of their classroom 
experiences. For example, if the goal of 
science education is to carry out sustained 
experimental work, then it will be diffi- 
cult to assess such a goal through tradi- 
tional paper-and-pencil tests administered 


to large numbers of students. What Al- 
berta and the other Canadian provinces 
need to be concerned with is not the fo- 
cus on bringing home a gold medal from 
the education Olympics; instead, Cana- 
dian educators need to concentrate on 
building on the strengths of their own 
education systems. 

Different countries have different rea- 
sons for taking part in international tests. 
And knowledge of what other countries 
are doing in education can challenge us 


to improve our own systems. But it is 
very important that we understand the in- 
tent and meaning of international tests for 
students and for their learning. 
Canadian teachers have no reason to be 
disheartened over the superficial and 
even misleading media picture of educa- 
tion in their provinces. They can take 
pride in their students’ achievements, in 
their own teaching, and in having been 
instrumental in helping Canada achieve 
a world-class education system. K) 
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the pervasive causes of the seductive ap- 
peal of phonics. There is a third — argu- 
ably, the stickiest — quagmire in the mo- 
rass of reading instruction. Teachers who 
have long been disempowered and dis- 
enfranchised from curricular decision 
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into lesson plans. It provides a language 
for discussing the teaching and learning 
of reading. We can quantify things like 
“where” children are and what they must 
“learn” to “catch up.” 

Educators have a long tradition of try- 
ing to squeeze the soft, warm art of learn- 
ing into the hard, cold mold of science. 
When one views this endeavor from 
Smith’s vantage point, the long tradition 
appears to be nothing more than physics 
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